
 

Neighbourhood Plan Housing Needs Survey 

The Analysis and Summary of All Responses 

For Haversham-cum-Little Linford Parish Council 

Introduction 

This Housing Needs Survey was designed as part of the Neighbourhood Plan Project being conducted 

by Haversham cum Little Linford Parish Council. It was designed to supplement other information 

gathered and to inform specifically on likely housing need in the Parish over the next five years. It 

was also designed to gather and evaluate parishioners’ responses to the idea of a small amount of 

housing development in the parish. 

This report shows the results of the survey, while the Neighbourhood Plan will examine and describe 

the implications of these results in the context of all information gathered in creating the total plan. 

The Neighbourhood Plan will describe how these results may be used as part of the determination of 

housing need in the, and how these needs may be satisfied to the benefit of parishioners. 

This report shows our summary of the key findings, the full detailed survey report including all 

responses to all questions asked prepared by Oneilhomer the Parish Council’s specialist consultant in 

the Neighbourhood Plan process, a listing of all comments made by parishioners, and a copy of the 

questionnaire used. 

Report Content 

This report contains the following: - 

o Introductory Report Description and Notes 

o The Analysis and Summary of Key Findings 

o Appendix A. The Detailed Findings of the Housing Needs Survey 

o Appendix B. The Parishioners’ Comments  

o Appendix C. The Questionnaire completed by parishioners 

 

Survey Design and Timing  

The questionnaire was designed by researching other similar questionnaires for similar villages, and 

with reference to the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan consultant, Oneilhomer. Please see 

Appendix C for a copy of the questionnaire. 

The survey was designed to gather responses to specific questions and collect parishioners’ 

comments and ideas, particularly on individual households’ potential housing needs in the next five 

years, and the possibility of some new small housing development in the Parish. The responses to 

the key questions on these subjects are outlined below. 

The questionnaire was delivered to all households in the Parish on 20/21st July and collected on 

10/11th August or soon after. A big ‘thank you’ is deserved by the small team of volunteers doing the 

footwork of delivery and collection. 



Haversham Parishioners’ Response Rate  

Evidently a high response rate to a survey of this kind is beneficial. It was decided to maximise the 

response rate to the survey by delivering and picking up completed questionnaires from each 

household in the Parish. Also, the questionnaire envelope was very noticeable in its colouring, and 

attention was drawn to the questionnaire and its purpose in the Parish Magazine. 

212 questionnaires were received from the 350 households in the Parish; a response rate of 61.0%. 

This high response rate ensures that the figures we observe, the inferences we derive, and the 

decisions that we make will be well- based.  

Oneilhomer says “Typically the level of response to surveys of this kind range from 10% to 30%”, so 

we have done well to more than double those figures. 

Parishioners’ Comments 

Parishioners were asked for their comments to question 20, which asked if they would 

support a small development, and also for any other comments they may have on housing 

need or any other subject. Please see Appendix B, where these verbatim comments are 

listed, grouped together to represent people making similar comments. Over 100 comments 

were received. 

A Note on Non-Respondents  

As with all surveys, by definition, non-respondents’ opinions are unknown. However, in this 

case anecdotal evidence suggests that many non-responders had no interest in the subject 

because they were unlikely to want to or need to move home in the foreseeable future; 

while some older parishioners were unable to complete the questionnaire, although they 

may have a need or desire to move home locally. It is not suggested that these were the 

only reasons for not responding or that these two reasons would be equal in any way in any 

consideration of the Parish’s needs for the future. 

An Overall Summary   

 The high response rate of 61.0 % makes this a viable survey with useable information. 

 33 households in the Parish expressed a housing need, and most of these households 

wanted to move within the parish, and to move within five years. 

 In addition, it is thought by parishioners that 27 people who already have a local connection 

want to set up home in Haversham. 

 If a small housing development of social/affordable housing which was for local people was 

recommended, it would be supported by a majority of parishioners. 

 The housing need appears to be for affordable and appropriate housing for younger 

people as starter homes, for older parishioners to downsize into including providing 

some appropriate support, and a ‘middle market’ to allow parishioners and their families 

normal movement to smaller or larger homes.  

 It is thought that older people downsizing into new smaller homes would release 2/3-

bedroom properties into the local market for some in the ‘middle market’ to take up. 

 Many parishioner’s agreement to a small amount of development is conditional on it 

being small, being of small homes, having appropriate parking, being sustainably near to 

local facilities, and to satisfy a local need for local people.  



THE ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS 

NEEDING TO MOVE WITHIN THE PARISH  

Question 7 asked: Does your household as a whole, or anyone in your current household, 

expect to need to move within Haversham-cum-Little Linford within the next 5 years?  

  

The 16% responding yes to this question is in fact 33 households expecting to need to move 

within the parish either as a whole household or splitting the current household into two or 

more households (e.g. children leaving the family home or elderly people moving into 

alternative accommodation) 
 

REASONS FOR NEEDING TO MOVE HOME 

Question 8 asked “Please give the reasons why this household’s current home does not 

meet the household’s needs” 

The responses show that the single biggest reason for 65+ people to move was the need to 

downsize followed by health/mobility reasons. Those in 0-44 age category, their single 

biggest reason was that the existing home is too small. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE NEWLY CREATED HOUSEHOLDS 

Question 10 asked: How would you describe this new household? The response was: 

 

The response shows the largest need is amongst single adults, adult couples, families, and 

older people. 

 

SPECIALIST HOUSING NEEDS 

Question 13 asked: Does this household have a specialist housing need?  

Clearly the greatest need for specialist housing is amongst the oldest group. 
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TYPE OF TENURE WANTED 

Question 17 asked: Which options would this household consider to acquire a suitable 

property? [All options mentioned are recorded].   

Nearly two thirds of people would prefer to buy or self-build, with others prefer rental or 

part ownership. 

HOUSEHOLDS KNOWING SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO MOVE TO THE PARISH 

Question 21 asked: Apart from you or anyone currently living in your household, do you 

know anyone with a ‘local connection’ who is not currently residing in the Parish that would 

like to or needs to set up home in the Parish?  The response was: 

   

The 14% responding yes to this question represents a further 27 people, known by 

Haversham residents and with a ‘local connection’, who need to or would like to move to 

the Parish. At this stage, we do not know any other details about their local connection, who 

they are, or their circumstances. 
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PARISHIONERS SUPORT FOR A SMALL AMOUNT OF HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN THE PARISH 

Question 20 asked: If this survey indicates a need, would you support a small development 

of social/affordable housing for local people within the Parish?   

 

53% of respondents were in favour, while a further 27% said “maybe”, with many of these 

expressing their concerns in their comments, which can be viewed in Appendix B 

  

Yes
53%

No 
20%

Maybe
27%



 

APPENDIX A 

The Detailed Findings of the Housing Needs Survey 

 
[A report produced by the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan consultant, 

Oneilhomer] 
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Introduction 

 

This report sets out the results of the housing needs survey conducted for the 

Haversham cum Little Linford Neighbourhood Plan which took place in July - August 

2019 to understand the housing needs of the parish and to gather views on future 

development of housing within the Parish.  

 

A summary of the findings as follows: 

 61% of households responded to the survey 

 92% were owner occupiers 

 16% expected to need/want to move within the next 5 years 

 77% did not have a specialist housing need 

 53% were in favour of a small development of social/affordable housing for 

local people within the Parish 

 33 households completed Section 2 of the survey  

 3 households completed multiple Section 2 of the survey 

  



Survey Method 

 

The purpose of the survey was to provide a more detailed understanding of the 

views of local people towards development, to ascertain if a housing need existed 

and if so for what type of housing. Typically, the level of response to surveys of this 

kind range from 10-30%, as most people living in the area are well housed and 

would not necessarily respond to a housing survey unless they felt it directly 

affected them. The report sets out the responses to the survey.  

The aim of this survey was twofold: 

 To give all residents an opportunity to provide an opinion on the issue of 

housing development within the village; 

 To assess whether there is a need for housing amongst residents and if so 

for what type of housing. 

Whilst the surveys were sent to all households in the parish, the survey results do 

not purport to be representative of all residents; no information is available on non-

respondents and it is not possible to gross up results to the entire population. Nor 

does the survey purport to assess the entirety of housing need in the area. 

The survey was hand delivered and collected from each household in the Parish. 

The questionnaire envelope was very noticeable in its colouring, and attention was 

drawn to the questionnaire and its purpose in the Parish Magazine. A total of 212 

responses were received giving an overall response rate of 61% (based on the 2011 

Census recording 350 household spaces in the Parish) which is considered to be a 

high proportion for a survey of this kind.  

Please note that findings are based on 212 responses but not everyone responded 

to every question and percentages have been rounded up/down so may not total 

100%. 

  



Survey Results 

 

Q 1. Is this your main home? Base 203 respondents 

All of the respondents that answered this question stated that it was their main 

home.  

 

Q 2. What type of home does your household live in?  

 

Figure 1.1 Property Type Base 202 respondents 

 

Q 3. Does your household own or rent this home?  

 

Figure 1.2 Tenure Base 203 respondents 
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65% of respondents 

lived in a semi 

detached house 

with just 1% living 

in a flat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

92% of respondents 

were owner 

occupiers, with 3% 

renting privately 

and 3% renting 

from a council or 

housing 

association.  



Q 4. How long have you lived in Haversham-cum-Little Linford Parish?  

i)This home             ii) HcLL Parish   

       

 

Figure 1.3 Base 202 respondents                        Figure 1.4 Base 88 respondents 

iii) Milton Keynes Borough  

 

Figure 1.5 Base 94 respondents 

Q 5. How many people of each age are there in your household? 
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65% of respondents have lived in 

their current home for more than 

10 years and 23% for more than 3 

years but less than 10 years.  

The largest representation was 

from those aged 45-64, followed 

by the 20-44 age group.  



 

     Figure 1.6 Household Make Up  

Q 6. How many bedrooms does your home have? 

 

Figure 1.7 Number of Bedrooms Base 202 respondents 

 

Q 7. Does your household as a whole, or anyone in your current 

household, expect to need to move within Haversham-cum-Little 

Linford within the next 5 years? 
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Figure 1.8 Base 203 respondents  

Respondents who answered yes to Q 7. were then asked to complete an additional 

Section 2 (Questions 8 – 18) form for each potential new household. Additional 

analysis for these respondents is attached at Appendix A.    
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Q 8. Please give the reasons why this household’s current home does not meet the 

household’s need. 

 

Figure 1.9 Reasons for move 

The single biggest reason for wanting to move was for wanting to live 

independently, followed closely by those looking to downsize and those whose 

properties were currently too small.  

 

Q 9. When would the household expect to need to move? 

 

Figure 1.10 Timescale for move Base 42 respondents 

Q10. How would you describe this new household? 
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In terms of 

household makeup, 

the largest groups 



 

Figure 1.11 New Household Make Up Base 42 respondents 

Q 11. How many bedrooms would the household expect to need? 

 

Figure 1.12 Bedroom Requirement Base 42 respondents 

 

Q12. Do you hope to stay in the parish? 

 

Figure 1.13 Future Location Base 42 respondents 
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Given the emerging 

households it is not 

surprising that 

many households 

are looking for 2 

and 3 bed 

properties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

79% of respondents 

hope to stay within 

the Haversham cum 

Little Linford Parish.   



Q13. Does this household have a specialist housing need? 

 

Figure 1.14 Future specialist housing need Base 44 respondents 

Q14. What kind of tenure would be most suitable for the household? 

 

Figure 1.15 Future Tenure Base 42 respondents 

 

Q15. If renting, how much would the household anticipate spending per month 

(based on 2019 prices)? 

Responses ranged from up to £500 per month up to £900. However, the average of 

the 20 people who provided a response was £635 per month.  

 

Q16. If buying, what value property would the household expect to purchase (2019 

prices)? 
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Q17. Which options would this household consider to acquire a suitable property? 

 

Figure 1.16 Future Tenure Base 72 responses 

Q17a. Would you be interested in a self-build scheme? 

 

Figure 1.17 Those interested in a self-build scheme Base 42 respondents 

 

Q18. Is the household currently on the Milton Keynes Council or housing 

association waiting list? 

Just 1 out of 43 respondents stated they were registered on the Milton Keynes 

Council or housing association waiting list.  
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There was no Q19. 

  



Q20. If this survey indicates a need, would you support 

a small development of social/affordable housing for 

local people within the Parish? 

 

Figure 1.18 Base 200 respondents  

Q21. Apart from you or anyone currently in your 

household, do you know anyone with a ‘local 

connection’ who is not currently residing in the Parish 

that would like to or needs to set up home in the Parish? 

 

Figure 1.19 Base 195 respondents  
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53% were in favour of 

a small development 

of social/affordable 

housing for local 

people within the 

Parish. Only 20% were 

in favour of no further 

development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 respondents knew 

someone with a ‘local 

connection’ that 

wanted/needed to 

move into the Parish.   



Appendix A 

Additional analysis for those respondents who answered yes to Q 7 has been 

undertaken in relation to the age range of those respondents. 

 

Q 6. How many bedrooms does your home have? 

 

Figure 1.20 Number of bedrooms Base 33 respondents (85 recorded age ranges) 

 

The 33 respondents all answered yes to Question 7 as shown in Figure 1.8. 

 

Q 8. Please give the reasons why this household’s current home does not meet the 

household’s need. 

Figure 1.21 Reasons for move Base 125 responses 

The single biggest reason for moving for those in the 65+ age category wanting to 

move was a need to downsize followed closely by reasons of health/mobility. For 
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those between the ages of 0 – 44 years the single biggest reason for moving was 

that existing homes were too small.  

 

Q 9. When would the household expect to need to move? 

The majority of households expected to move between the next 3 - 5 years as 

shown in Figure 1.10. 

 

Q10. How would you describe this new household? 

In terms of household makeup, the largest groups expected to need/want new 

homes were single adults, adult couples and families as shown in Figure 1.11. 

 

Q 11. How many bedrooms would the household expect to need? 

 

Figure 1.22 Bedroom Requirement Base 39 respondents 

Given that the majority of 65+ households wish to downsize, it is not surprising 

that the biggest need has been expressed for 2 bed properties for that age 

category. Similarly, given that the majority of 0 – 44 year olds recorded that existing 

homes were too small, it is not surprising that the biggest need was expressed for 3 

bed properties, followed closely by 4 bed properties for that age category. 

 

Q12. Do you hope to stay in the parish? 

All 65+ year olds hoped to stay in the parish, as demonstrated in the table below: 
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Age Range Percentage 

that hoped to 

stay in the 

parish 

0 – 44 year olds 84% 

45 – 64 year olds 72% 

65+ 100% 

Rather not say 0% 

 

Q13. Does this household have a specialist housing need? 

 

Figure 1.22 Future specialist housing need Base 42 respondents   

 

Q14. What kind of tenure would be most suitable for the household? 

 

Figure 1.23 Future Tenure Base 38 respondents 
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Q15. If renting, how much would the household anticipate spending per month 

(based on 2019 prices)? 

Responses ranged from up to £500 per month to £900. However, the average 

according to age range of the 20 people who provided a response is shown below: 

Age Range Average per 

month 

0 – 44 year olds £637 

45 – 64 year olds £719 

65+ £486 

Rather not say £700 

Q16. If buying, what value property would the household expect to purchase (2019 

prices)? 

 

Figure 1.24 Future homes for sale Base 31 respondents 
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Figure 1.25 Future Tenure Base 42 respondents 

Q17a. Would you be interested in a self-build scheme? 

 

 

Figure 1.26 Those interested in a self-build scheme Base 42 responses 
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Of the 21 respondents who 

recorded interest in a self-

build scheme, the majority 

was in the age category 0 – 44 

year olds, followed closely by 

those aged between 45 – 64 

years old. 

 



Q18. Is the household currently on the Milton Keynes Council or housing 

association waiting list? 

Just 1 out of 33 households stated they were registered on the Milton Keynes 

Council or housing association waiting list and that household was made up of one 

person between 45 – 64 years old and two people 65+ years old.  

  



APPENDIX B 

Parishioners’ Comments 

 

Parishioners were asked for their comments on question 20, asking if they would support a 

small development, and also for any other comments they may have on housing need or 

any other subject. These comments are grouped together to represent groups of similar 

comments, with the number representing the number of very similarly worded comments. 

 

Favourable comments 

Needs to be for people from within the Parish    x 14 

Important that local people can remain/return to Haversham  x 7 

Need affordable housing especially for younger people   x 5 

Bungalows should be built      x 5 

Would support development of 1 or 2 bed properties for older people x 3 

The Community needs to be able to support its residents  x 3 

Need accommodation to downsize into     x 2 

Important to have/ develop a mixed/diverse community   x 2 

We fully support the need for additional housing in the parish, but at 
a sustainable number and include more provision for local community 
 
It is likely that young people wish to establish themselves independently  
and that older people want to downsize 
 
Small development with younger people will stop the village dying 
 
We would support a sustainable/eco-friendly development 
 
It is important that affordable housing is available in order that people 
can move into and regenerate the area. 
 
Communities need to develop and grow 
 
Has been sorely lacking in Haversham 
 
A small development would help to smarten-up the village 
 
Can’t afford to move into larger property 
 
Need small development of low-cost housing, not to rent 
 



Is needed by current residents 
 
Shortage of affordable/social housing 

If required, is the right thing to do 

Small development of affordable housing, not big development with social housing  

Must be affordable  

I like Haversham as it is but understand some small development may be needed. 

 

Neutral/Conditional Comments 

Depends on size, location and type of housing    x 12 
 
Commensurate with the needs of the community, sustainable, near a  
bus stop, access to infrastructure/ in upper Haversham   x 6 
 
Needs to be less than 5 properties 
 
Should build quality homes 
 
Would support small development but not social housing 
 
New homes need solar panels 
 
Must blend in 
 
Mix of houses needed £100,000 to £650,000 
 
Must improve air quality from Recycling Plant 
 

Negative Comments 

Negative effects of any new social housing to those around it  x 7 

Parking issues/ new homes need proper parking    x 3 

Don’t want more traffic/ traffic already dreadful    x 3 

Improve roads and infrastructure to accommodate more housing x 2 

No big housing estates/ large development please    x2 

Should keep farmland as it is, leave our beautiful area alone   x2 

There is already a development of social housing 

I would hate a development that swamped our village losing its open  

spaces and community.  

 

This housing should not be privatised and for sale 



Don’t trust authorities, small development will increase in size and   

our small rural community will be lost 

 

Not Housing Association homes 

 

Should stay as it is 

 

Too much housing and traffic already 

 

There is plenty of affordable housing in Milton Keynes/Wolverton, 

which is very close 

 

No ‘buy to let’ 

 

Stop parking by commuters using Wolverton station 

 

 

  



 

 

APPENDIX C 

The Questionnaire Used 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 


